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Tiefseebergbau im Pazifik -
Not needed, not wanted, not
consented!
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Call der Blue Climate Initiative

Indigenous Voices for a Ban on Deep Sea Mining
(02/2023)

We, the undersigned Indigenous voices and those
who support us, are joining together to protect our
ocean. For millennia our people have lived in a rela-
tionship with the natural world that is defined by
respect, gratitude, responsibility, and love. Our gene-
alogies, woven across space and time, connect us
physically and spiritually to animals and plants from
the highest mountains to the deepest ocean.

Cultures across the Pacific consider the ocean to be
sacred space for creation, a provider, an ancestor,
and a link to places and people across the horizon.
We would no more harm the ocean than we would
a member of our family. And as with our family, we
depend on each other for survival.

Western culture’s relationship with natural ecosys-
tems of land, and sea and sky have proven to be
deeply harmful for the only place we know as home,
planet Earth. The ocean’s health, people, and natural
ecosystems are already reeling from pollution, over-
fishing , acidification and extreme weather events.
These problems need serious attention.

With a ban on Deep Sea Mining, however, we see the
chance to stop the needless damage before it starts.
There is ample evidence that Deep Sea Mining will
cause irreversible harm to our ocean. The arguments
in favor of Deep Sea Mining, produced only by those
that stand to profit from it, have been shown to be
false. There is no reason to disturb the tranquil and
life-supporting depths of our oceans, causing harm
that will last forever, for the short-term economic
gain of a very few. We refuse to allow any further
harm to our sacred ocean. We refuse to further
damage the intricate web of life that we are part of
and depend on for our survival. We refuse to allow
governments and corporations to sell out the future
of our children and life on our planet.

We call on the governments of the world and on the
International Seabed Authority to enact a ban on
Deep Sea Mining effective immediately. Our ocean
and our lives depend on it.
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Initial Signatories include:

Jonathan Mesulam, Solwara Warriors,
Papua New Guinea

Sol Kaho‘ohalahala, Maui Nui Makai Network, Hawaii
Hinano Murphy, Te Pu Atiti‘a, French Polynesia

Maderngebuked Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr.,
Former President & Traditional Chief, Palau

Dan Hikuroa, Senior Lecturer, Waipapa Taumata Rau,
New Zealand

Jacqueline Evans, Conservationist, Cook Islands

Dr. Sandor Mulsow, Tenure Marine Geology,
Universidad Austral de Chile and Former Director

Office of Environmental Management and Mineral
Resources, International Seabed Authority

Jack Thatcher, Pwo Navigator, New Zealand

Nainoa Thompson, President of the Polynesian
Voyaging Society, Hawaii

Sebastian Yancovic Pakarati, Koro Nui o te Vaikava,
Rapa Nui

Miles Richardson, citizen of the Haida Nation, and
Senior Advisor to the Indigenous Leadership Initia-
tive, Canada

Mario Gomes, Founder and President, Beta Diver-
sidad, Mexico

Heremoana Maamaatuaiahutapu, Minister of Culture
and the Environment, French Polynesia

https://www.blueclimateinitiative.org/
say-no-to-deep-sea-mining
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Pacific Blue Line fordert weiterhin ein
weltweites Tiefseebergbau-Verbot

Die Mitglieder der Pacific Blue Line (PBL), bestehend
aus pazifischen Regionalorganisationen, nationalen
NGOs, Umweltgruppen, Aktivist:innen, Wissenschaft-
ler:iinnen und Akademiker:innen, bekraftigen die For-
derung eines globalen Verbotes von Tiefseebergbau.

Das Kollektiv setzt sich aus dem Pacific Network on
Globalisation (PANG), der Pacific Conference of Chur-
ches (PCC), der Pacific Islands Association of NGOs
(PIANGO), der Development Alternatives with Women
for a new Era (DAWN) und dem World Wide Fund for
Nature Pacific (WWF Pacific) zusammen.

Gemeinsam mit Vertreter:innen von Umwelt- und
Menschenrechtsorganisationen aus Vanuatu, den
Marshallinseln, Samoa, Niue, Tuvalu, Papua-Neu-
guinea, den Cookinseln, Kiribati, West-Papua, Tonga,
den Salomonen, Franzosisch-Polynesien, Maohi Nui
und Fidschi, die sich alle in ihren nationalen Kon-
texten gegen Tiefseebergbau engagieren, wurde das
Ziel bekraftigt, Tiefseebergbau im Pazifik und welt-
weit zu verhindern.

Emeline Ilolahia, Exeutive Director von PIANGO,
kritisiert, dass Tiefseebergbau oft von Menschen
diskutiert wird, die nicht von den okologischen und
sozialen Auswirkungen betroffen waren. Die aller-
meisten Organisationen im Pazifik haben gleichzeitig
nicht die Ressourcen, um effektiv gegen externe Inte-
ressen anzukampfen, die ohne die lokale Zustimmung
der Bewohner:innen den Ozean ausbeuten wollen.

Meinungen, Erfahrungen und politische Forderungen
aus dem Pazifik miissen global mehr Aufmerksam-
keit bekommen.

3

Pelenatita Kara

(Civil Society Forum of
Tonga, Nationale Koordi-
natorin Tiefseebergbau,
Tonga):

Our biggest fear now is
the liability impact DSM
will pose should the
International Seabed
Authority (ISA) begin with
the exploitation next year.
Our push for a moratorium has received a unanimous
shift for a total ban from the church, outer islands
and communities. However, we don’t have a support
of legal framework and in Tonga the State makes the
final decision without any consultations. We have
been fighting since 2012 and we will continue to fight
for what’s right and for the safety of our people.

Michel Villar

(Berater des franzosisch-
polynesischen
Unabhangigkeitsfiihrers
Oscar Temaru, Mahoi
Nui):

We are in favour of a ban.
Although we have a
slightly different approach
due to the UN Resolutions
which gives the sole sov-
ereignty of natural and maritime resources to the
Polynesia people which stipulate that if there’s a mor-
atorium it is not French to decide but the Polynesia. |
am here to deliver some political message detailing
where stand about Deep Sea Mining. This issue
cannot be solved in a little square because it’s linked
to human right, climate change and sovereignty. The
fight is similar when we talk about decolonization and
full sovereignty. This is the message | am going to
take back home.
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Richard Gokrun
(Tuvalu Action Climate
Network, Tuvalu):

The move to ban Deep Sea
Mining in the Pacific is a
decision not only to be
considered by the Pacific
Islands States but globally.
In Tuvalu, we are already
in the frontline of climate
change impact that we
face on a daily basis. We are heavily depending on
the oceans for our daily nutrients, if DSM comes into
actions around the Pacific that we create more impact
on our marine ecosystem and as low-lying atoll
nation, the impact is going to be huge. To the leaders,
this is not a topic where you need time before a deci-
sion to be made. The time to act is here, it’s now.

Aiono Sapa Saifaleupolu
(0 le Siosiomaga Society,
Inc, Samoa):

Our position to ban deep
sea mining is very clear.
It’s destructive, our ocean
is already faced multiple
destruction from pollution
and our social security in
terms of food and mon-
etary support system.
We don’t want to see any
further destructions of
our marine resource. The ocean, to us is a lifeline to
the indigenous people of Samoa and the Pacific. A
concerted effort is needed by the Pacific leaders for
a total ban on Deep Sea Mining. We know this is not
going to take place in a short time, but we need be
strategic and wise in our campaign from the grass-
roots to the Political level.
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Pelenise Alofa
(Koordinatorin des
Kiribati Climate Action
Network, Kiribati):

Our people have come a
long way. We have existing
traditional systems in
existence for years and
we need to invest in those
systems to strengthen the
resilience of our people
and our communities. The people of Kiribati have
learned to adapt, we cannot leave our land now. No
one wants to run away even when the situation is bad.
We have been fighting and we will continue and right
now, our collective voices are needed to speak to the
heart of leaders that any mining on the seabed means
destructions to the people and their livelihood.

Jonathan Mesulam

(West Coast Development
Foundation und Alliance
of Solwara Warriors,
Papua Neuguinea):

The people of PNG have
come a long way, we
cannot stop now. Our
stance is clear, we don't
want Deep Sea Mining.
Already we are faced with
multiple crisis through the
impact of Climate Change.
But the impact of Deep-Sea Mining is unknown yet
destructive. We have to build trusts within our team
to push forward. A lot of lives will be affected and the
leaders should consider our plight above everything
else. International bodies need to support communi-
ties, listen to our stories, walk in our shoes. Sustain-
ability is important and we must put people before
profit.

https://www.pacificblueline.org/post/pacific-
blue-line-maintains-call-for-a-global-ban-on-
deep-sea-mining
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Heikle Rohstoffjagd am Meeresboden
Maureen Penjueli (Pacific Network on Globalisation)

Der Ozean ist das lebende blaue Herz unseres
Planeten. Er ist unser gemeinsames Erbe, aber auch
unsere gemeinsame Verantwortung. Im Pazifik sind
die ersten Projekte des experimentellen Tiefseeberg-
baus geplant, und zwar sowohl innerhalb als auch
aulerhalb der ausschlielichen Wirtschaftszone ein-
zelner Lander. Meeresbodenbergbau ist die jiingste
in einer langen Reihe von zerstorerischen Industrien,
die in unsere Ozeane vordringen. Es handelt sich um
eine neue Gefahr, die falschlicherweise als Antwort
auf unsere wirtschaftlichen Bedirfnisse angepriesen
wird.

Um ihrer Verantwortung als Wachter nachzukommen,
haben sich pazifische Gruppen mobilisiert, um diese
Ausbeutung zu stoppen, bevor sie beginnt. Seit Jahr-
tausenden haben unsere Vorfahren diese Aufgabe
ibernommen und die Weisheit ihres Ressourcen-
managements und ihrer Naturschutzpraktiken in
ihrer Kultur und Tradition verankert. lhre Vision ging
stets liber ihre voriibergehenden Bediirfnisse hinaus.
Das Uberleben und Wohlergehen kiinftiger Genera-
tionen stand im Mittelpunkt ihres Weltbildes.

Als Hiter:innen sind wir verantwortlich, den Ozean
vor seiner heutigen Ausbeutung und Zerstorung zu
schiitzen. Wir haben eine moralische Verpflichtung
und ein langjahriges Erbe, das es zu bewahren gilt.
Unsere Vorfahren haben sich entschlossen gegen
die zerstorerischen Eingriffe von Atomtests, Treib-
netz- und Grundschleppnetzfischerei sowie Meeres-
verschmutzung gewehrt. Gegen alle Widerstande
haben sie die Welt dazu gebracht, einen Vertrag tiber
das Verbot von Atomtests, ein Verbot der Treibnetz-
fischerei und die Londoner Konvention liber die Ver-
hiitung von Meeresverschmutzung zu verabschieden.
Das nichste Ziel ist der Stopp von Tiefseebergbau.

Beflirworter:innen des Tiefseebergbaus wie die
Rohstoffkonzerne argumentieren, dadurch die not-
wendige Versorgung mit Rohstoffen fiir Zukunfts-
technologien und die Energiewende Uber einen
langeren Zeitraum sicherstellen zu konnen. Zudem
sei der Tiefseeberghau weniger umweltschadlich als

an Land. Doch wahrend
die versprochenen Vor-
teile spekulativ bleiben,
erweist  sich  Tiefsee-
bergbau selbst im Ver-
suchsstadium bereits als
schadlich fiir pazifische
Gemeinschaften, unsere
Lebensgrundlagen, kultu-
relle Praktiken und unser
Wohlergehen.

Vollstandiger Artikel zu
lesen unter:
https://www.inkota.de/
news/heikle-rohstoff-
jagd-am-meeresboden

NEWS: Moratorium fiir die Ausbeutung des
Meeresbodens in Tahiti beschlossen

Die Versammlung von Franzosisch-Polynesien hat
eine formliche Deklaration fiir ein Moratorium
fiir jegliche Plane zum Abbau von Bodenschatzen
aus der Tiefsee abgegeben. Knapp 80 Prozent
stimmten dafiir, jegliche Aktivitat des Tiefsee-
bergbaus zu blockieren, bis mehr Bewertungen
vorliegen, um die Risiken von DSM fiir die Umwelt
abschatzen zu konnen.

https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-
news/480628/moratorium-on-seabed-exploi-
tation-approved-in-tahiti
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